
The More You Know… 
 
The more you read, the more you will know in your life.  The more you know, the 
less likely it will be that someone will take advantage of you.  It seems obvious to 
us, yet convincing reluctant students to read is no easy task.  What do they 
value? -- Standing up for themselves. The connection between reading and the 
ability to stand up for oneself is difficult for students to visualize.   
 
The following exercise will help students see the connection between reading 
and quality of life.  The entire poem is on page 2.  Do not reveal to students in its 
entirety until they have worked through their own sentence completions. 
 

1. Give students the following sentence starter and ask them to predict its 
ending: “The more you read, ____________.” 

 
2. Share student responses. 

 
3. Unveil the entire first sentence:  “The more you read, the more you know.” 

 
4. Give students the next sentence starter and have them predict again:  

“The more you know, _____________.” 
 

5. Repeat this process until all nine sentence starters are completed. 
 

6. Upon completion of the sentence starters, have students reflect on which 
sentence is most meaningful to them and why (see chart below). 

 
 

 
Sentence starter predictions Which sentence starter is most 

meaningful and why? 
1. The more you read, _________ 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

 

 
Adapted from Gallagher, Kelly. Reading Reasons: Motivational Mini-Lessons for Middle and High School, 2003. 



 
The More You Know… 

 
 
 

1.  The more you read, the more you know. 

2. The more you know, the smarter you’ll grow. 

3. The smarter you are, the longer you’ll stay in school and the more diplomas 

you’ll earn. 

4. The more diplomas you’ll have, the more YOUR children will achieve in 

school. 

5. The more diplomas you’ll have, the longer you will live. 

6. The less you read, the less you’ll know. 

7. The less you know, the sooner you will drop out of school. 

8. The sooner you drop out of school, the sooner and longer you’ll be 

unemployed. 

9. The sooner you drop out of school, the greater your chances are of being 

incarcerated. 

 

 

 

 

(Source: Trelease 2001) 


